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Well, what can I say, it only seems a few months ago we 
were welcoming in the New Year and here we are 
December getting ready for Christmas. 

How the time has flown, but what great achievements we 
have to look back on. 

Early 2016 we completed our MLTAQ P.D Sessions, late 
April our AGM, mid-August we had our very successful 
Languages & Culture Festival with over 16 schools being 
involved. In September we were successful with a Grant 
for a Video Camera and Projector for schools to borrow.  

Our schools were invited to participate in the National 
SBS competition with Natalie Chung from the Sacred 
Heart Chinese School winning an Ipad and attending the 
National Conference in Sydney to collect her prize.  

Our schools were also invited to participate in the DET 
film competition. Congratulations to these winners: 

Primary category, first prize winners: Ilmi Alwis, Lashem 
Alwis, Taashya Padmawansa (Brisbane Sinhala School) 

Primary category, Runner up: Zsombor Polyak, Attila 
Varga, Benjamin Hegedus, Samuel Penman (Brisbane 
Hungarian School) 

Secondary category, first prize winners: Adeesha Deegala, 
Mayukha Wijesooriya, Dinupa Totawattage (Brisbane 
Sinhala School) 

Certificates of participation were also presented to the 
Australian  Filipino Language and Culture Association’s  
School Students. 

Congratulations to everyone involved in the preparation 
of the entries, all were of a very high standard competing 
both national and state wide. And of course, the prizes are 
going to be very useful for our students and teachers. 

For 2017 we are now planning the Teacher Training 
Sessions for “How to use the Ipad in the Classroom” The 

response to these sessions has been over whelming, and 
we are now looking at holding more than one round with 
the first being evening sessions on 18th – 19th January 
2017.  

It is proposed to run day sessions during the first semester 
break. 

Numbers will be limited so as to maximize time for the 
individual. This may mean that we will have to run more 
sessions. Once we have the Semester dates locked in and 
numbers confirmed, we will advise of the dates. Definitely 
18th - 19th January are locked in for the first evening 
sessions. Ilona will send out the confirmation to those who 
indicated that they would prefer the evening time slot. 

Invitations have been coming in fast for attendance to End 
of year Award Ceremonies. Many thanks to all of you, it is 
indeed a great pleasure to attend these events and to see 
how your students are progressing. 

During the past few months I attended events for the 
Tamil Schools at Indooroopilly , and the Thaai Tamil 
Schools at Sunnybank, I am constantly amazed at the 
professionalism of the students, definitely future leaders 
among them. 

The most recent I attended was the Lac Hong Vietnamese 
School Award morning at Glenala High School. Over 600 
students over 3 campuses, and every one of them 
deserved of the awards that were presented. This school 
has been going for 37 years and is a testament to the 
dedication of both parents and teachers. These 3 schools 
are definitely an asset to the host schools they use. 

I have just one more school event before the Christmas 
break and that is the very new Australian-Filipino 
Language and Culture Association’s Getting to Know You 
end of year activity. A brand-new Association with a new 
school formed this year and already a member of ESAQ. 
We look forward to a long association with them. 

Thank you all for the hard work that you have put in over 
the past 12 months, congratulations on a job well done. 

Have a wonderful Christmas New Year break and look 
forward to seeing you all early in the New year 2017. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New year! 

Irene Bayldon 
President 

  

From the 

President’s 

Desk 
Irene Bayldon 



 NEWSLETTER OF ETHNIC SCHOOLS ASSOCIATION OF 
QUEENSLAND | Issue 2016/4  

3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  ESAQ END OF THE YEAR DINNER 

ESAQ had its first kind of celebration 
of this kind at Bangla Kitchen Stanley 
St on the 14 November. 

Irene and the committee wished to 
express their thankfulness towards 
ESAQ members who have supported 
the Association with their membership 
and active participation at our 
programs and trainings. Besides 
enjoying a festive meal in each other’s 
company, the guests had the 
opportunity to share ideas about 
teaching in an AHES, best practices 
and to network. 

Thanks for everyone who could make 
it to this dinner and hope to see more 
new faces beside the familiar faces. 
We also welcomed the youngest 
member of the Alam family, a future 
student of the Brisbane Bangla 
Language School. 

Photos: Myrla Prianes 

Text Ilona Fekete 
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ESAQ END OF THE 
YEAR DINNER 

ESAQ members had a great end of the year 
dinner at Bangla Kitchen, Stanley St, on the 
14 November 2016. Irene and the committee 
wished to express their thankfulness 
towards the members who supported ESAQ 
with their membership and involvement in 
its activities. Besides enjoying a great dinner 
everyone could share ideas and practices, 
network with other schools.  

We could also welcome the youngest 
member of the Alam family, a future 
student of Brisbane Bangla Language 
School. Thanks everyone who could make 
that dinner and hopefully next year we can 
see more new faces.   

ESAQ’s guests in 2016:  Irene Bayldon , 
ESAQ President, Narendra Nand, ESAQ 
Committee member, Myrla Prianes 
(Australian Filipino Language and Culture 
Associatiion), Rafiul Alam (Brisbane Bangla 
School), Patty Wu (Brisbane Chinese 
School), Nguyen Vu (Lac Hong Vietnamese 
School), Tam Cao (Hoa Binh Vietnamese 
School), Heidi Ingelhofer, Sandra Macha-
Peck (Brisbane German Language School), 
Nagalingam Ramanalingam (Brisbane 
Tamil School), Jaideep Narayan (Hindustani 
Language School). 

 

BRISBANE CHINESE LANGUAGE SCHOOL 

END OF THE YEAR FETE 
 

Patty Wu has kindly sent us some photos about the 
end of the year celebrations at her school that has 
taken place on the 26 and 27 of November at St 
Thomas More College, Sunnybank. 

 

Brisbane Chinese Language School (BCLS) is a non-
profit community school specializing in Chinese 
language studies.  In 2010, BCLS was officially 
recognised by the Overseas Chinese Affairs Office of 
the State Council of the Peoples Republic of China as a 
model Chinese language school. 

BLCS offers a vast range of classes including 
Mandarin Classes(3-5 years, Pinyin, Years 1-12, 
Adult, OP Classes), Art Classes, Chess, Computer 
Graphic Design, Math, English, Martial Arts, 
Tennis,Yoga,Dancing and Harp Classes. The 
School’s objective is to blend the best elements of 
Australian and Chinese culture, and to do its best in 
promoting the teaching of Chinese in order to make 
the school the very best Chinese school in Brisbane. 

 

 

 

IF YOU HAVE CELEBRATIONS, FETE OR 
ANY SIGNIFICANT EVENT AT YOUR 
SCHOOL, PLEASE SEND SOME PHOTOS 
WITH A SHORT DESCRIPTION OF THE 
EVENT TO THE FOLLOWNG EMAIL 
ADDRESS, SO WE CAN SHARE IT WITH 
EVERYONE. 

esaqsecretariat@gmail.com 



 NEWSLETTER OF ETHNIC SCHOOLS ASSOCIATION OF 
QUEENSLAND | Issue 2016/4  

5 

 

 

  

The newly formed 
Australian Filipino 
Language & Culture 
Association held its 
inaugural End of 
Year Graduation 
Ceremony for our 
2016 students. 

The Graduation took 
place on Saturday 
10th December 2016 
at the Springwood 
Motor Inn. Bon & 
Nato De Chavez of 
'Best Friends" in the 
Valley provided the 
fully catered meal. 
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Lac Hong 
Vietnamese School 
Awards event 

Three Campus with over 600 students 

commencing with Class 1 through to OP 

Level. 

All classes had many receiving awards, but 

interesting to see the numbers are still there 

in the upper levels with Year 9 having 6 

receiving awards, Year 10 had 5 receiving 

awards. Year 11 had 6 receiving awards and 

the graduation OP class  had 5  receiving 

awards. 

Congratulations for the OP level. 

A true testament that the Vietnamese 

Teachers are doing a wonderful job. 

Irene Bayldon 



 NEWSLETTER OF ETHNIC SCHOOLS ASSOCIATION OF 
QUEENSLAND | Issue 2016/4  

7 

 

 

   

GLOBAL 
SCHOOLS FILM 
COMPETITION’s 
WINNERS 

  

Congratulations to the Brisbane Sinhala 

School who took first prizes in Primary and 

Secondary categories as well. The 

Queensland Department of Education and 

Training has awarded 5 iPads to the 

winning schools and mini iPad devices to 

the winning teams. 

The teams in the Primary Category had to 

shoot a maximum 2 minute-long film with 

the topic ‘Hanging Out With Friends’. The 

students in the Secondary category had to 

shoot a film ‘Talking about….’.anything of 

their interest. 

Keep up the good work and hopefully many 

other schools will be encouraged to take 

part in similar competitions in the future. 

 

iPad trainings in 2017  
ESAQ has arranged iPad trainings for ESAQ teachers for 

2017. The first group of teachers can participate on the 

training just before the start of the new school year, in 

mid-January 2017.  

ESAQ is providing another opportunity in the next school 

holidays (1-16 April 2017.)  Please, contact ESAQ for more 

information: esaqsecretariat@gmail.com. 

All trainings are free, but you/your school have to be an 

ESAQ member to participate. 

mailto:esaqsecretariat@gmail.com
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GRANTS FOR 
YOUR 

SCHOOL AND 
COMMUNITY 

Volunteer Grants 

Department of Social Services 

Deadline:  

20 December 2016 - 2:00pm AEDT 

The Community Grants Hub, on behalf 
of the Department of Social Services 
(DSS), is inviting organisations and 
individuals/authorised signatories 
representing volunteer based 
community groups to apply for 
Volunteer Grants 2016 funding. 

These grants aim to support the 
efforts of Australia’s volunteers. They 
provide small amounts of money that 
organisations and community groups 
can use to help their volunteers. They 
are part of the Government’s work to 
support the volunteers who help 
disadvantaged Australian 
communities and encourage inclusion 
of vulnerable people in community 
life. 

The funding will help volunteers to do 
their important work, and the grants 
of between $1,000 and $5,000 each 
will allow organisations to buy much 
needed equipment, such as 
computers, or help with training 
volunteers, fuel costs or undertaking 
background security checks. 

If you require assistance please call the 
Community Grants Hub Hotline on 
1800 020 283 and/or 
grants@dss.gov.au (link sends e-mail). 

Please quote the following number 
2016-593 – Volunteer Grants 2016 
when you phone or email the 
Community Grants Hub. 

https://www.dss.gov.au/grants/grants/
funding-open-for-
application/volunteer-grants-2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gambling Community Benefit 

Fund (GCBF) 

Deadline: 

 13 January 2017 11.59pm   

Available funding: Grants from $500 
to $35,000 

The Office of Liquor and Gaming 
Regulation (OLGR) Community 
Benefit Funds Unit (CBFU) administers 
the Gambling Community Benefit 
Fund (GCBF). The fund is 
Queensland’s largest one-off grants 
program, distributing approximately 
$53 million per year to Queensland 
communities. 

We invite all eligible organisations to 
submit grant applications to the 
Gambling Community Benefit Fund 
through the new online grants portal. 

https://www.gamblingcommunityfund
.qld.gov.au/ 

A Grants Officer is available to assist 
you with any enquiries about 
registering or applying for a grant. 
Officers are available Monday to 
Friday, from 8.30am to 5.00pm 
(excluding public holidays). 

Phone: Brisbane: (07) 3247 4284 

Outside Brisbane: 1800 633 619 
(freecall) Note: For standard 
telephone only. When using a mobile 
phone, standard mobile charges will 
apply. 

Email : Send an email enquiry to 
cbf@justice.qld.gov.au. 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.dss.gov.au/grants/grants/funding-open-for-application/volunteer-grants-2016
https://www.dss.gov.au/grants/grants/funding-open-for-application/volunteer-grants-2016
https://www.dss.gov.au/grants/grants/funding-open-for-application/volunteer-grants-2016
https://www.gamblingcommunityfund.qld.gov.au/
https://www.gamblingcommunityfund.qld.gov.au/


NEWSLETTER OF ETHNIC SCHOOLS ASSOCIATION OF 
QUEENSLAND 2016/4  

 

  

 

WHO ARE WE? 

The Ethnic Schools Association of Queensland (ESAQ) Inc is a non-profit, 

community-based, public organisation whose members provide after-hours 

language and cultural education for all students, irrespective of their ethnic 

background. ESAQ has members from different language groups, and 

liaises with Community Languages Australia (CLA) on behalf of the After 

Hours Ethnic Schooling Program (AHES).  

WHAT IS VOICE? 

ESAQ is now offering the opportunity to advertise in our VOICE publication. 

Your advertising will support the production and distribution of our 

impressive VOICE  newsletter and see your organisation’s advertisement 

reach many target community groups in Queensland. ESAQ also invites 

every AHES schools to contribute to VOICE  and our Facebook sites with 

articles , photos , events or program suggestions.  

Please , like our Facebook page to be in the loop and up-to-date about 

grants, events, meetings or just share your ideas with fellow teachers. 

 

 

 

 

WHAT ARE ESAQ 
INC SERVICES AND 
SUPPORT? 
 

•Promoting activities for the development and 

benefit of ethnic schools 

•Providing help with becoming incorporated 

•Information on accessing grants 

•Lobbying for recognition and funding 

•Promoting the importance of mutual respect 

for people from culturally and linguistically 

diverse backgrounds 

•Coordinating and promoting inter-ethnic 

school social and cultural activities 

 

 

•Development and promotion of 

communication and cooperation between 
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ESAQ Inc. 

LOCATION:  

Queensland LOTE Library 

Brisbane School of Distance Education 

4 Cavendish Rd, Corner Stanley Street 

Coorparoo Qld 4151 

PHONE: 0478675221 

 

POSTAL ADDRESS: 

PO BOX 1308 

Brisbane, QLD, 4001 

esaqsecretariat@gmail.com 

www.esaq.org.au 

 

#ESAQ2016 

 

      

CONTACT US 

http://www.esaq.org.au/

